
POETRY SHOWCASE
FRIDAY 18th JUNE,  2pm 

at THE OCTAGON,  
GRASSINGTON 

Tickets £6, Box Office tel 01756-752691 or book online at grassington-festival.org.uk

Elizabeth Burns' fourth collection of  poetry, Held, will be published in 2010 by Polygon. Her previous 
collection The Lantern Bearers (Shoestring Press 2007) was reviewed as 'very potent writing: powerful 
and enjoyable'. Her most recent pamphlet The Shortest Days (Galdragon Press) won the 2009 
Michael Marks Award for Poetry Pamphlets. Elizabeth lives in Lancaster though has spent much of  her 
life in Scotland, and her first book was shortlisted for a Saltire Award. Appearance of  her work in 
anthologies includes Twentieth Century Scottish Poems (Faber 2000), Dream State: The New Scottish 
Poets (Polygon 2002), Contemporary Women Scottish Poets (Canongate 2003), and 100 Favourite 
Scottish Poems (Luath 2006). www.elizabethburnspoetry.co.uk

Jennifer  Copley lives in Barrow-in-Furness in her grandmother’s house where her roots go down 
through the floorboards. She was South Cumbria’s Poet Laureate in 2005 and has published two full-
length collections, Unsafe Monuments (Arrowhead 2006) and Beans in Snow (Smokestack 2009), and 
two pamphlets (Smith/Doorstop and Arrowhead). Happenstance have accepted a pamphlet to come 
out later this year. Jennifer’s work has been described as charming, sensuous and disturbing with a 
magical-realist twist. ‘Deals with strange territory in a memorable and disturbing way’ (UA Fanthorpe), 
‘sensuous and disturbing’ (Carole Rumens).

Josephine Dickinson was born in London and became, aged 6, profoundly deaf overnight. After 
reading Classics at Oxford and teaching music she worked for Shape London, organising arts access 
projects in Wandsworth, then for the South Bank Centre in music education. As a composer she 
studied with Michael Finnissy and Richard Barrett. As a poet she has toured and been published 
widely, having four collections of  poetry, the most recent being Night Journey (Flambard  2008). She is 
currently working on a collaborative project, Earth Journey, with artists Lionel Playford and Alastair 
Simmons,  for Theatre By The Lake in March 2010. She lives on a small Cumbrian hill farm.
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As a young teacher Gill Nicholson wrote about isolation, dwindling religious conviction and the Cold 
War. After marriage and the birth of  two sons themes included nature, family ties and separation. In 
retirement she has explored different genres.  In 1999  Dougie Rides Again and The Scrap Heap were 
performed by the BBC and at West Yorkshire Playhouse respectively. A memoir, The Mirror Game, 
was published in 2004. Poems have appeared in Pennine Platform, Seam, Orbis, Iota and The 
Interpreter’s House and short stories in Flax’s The Art of Tying Knots.  Her poetry collection Naming 
Dusk in Dead Languages was published in 2009. www.gillnicholson.co.uk

Join us on our flights of fancy – and prepare to have your feathers ruffled!

http://www.gillnicholson.co.uk
http://www.gillnicholson.co.uk

