
POETRY SHOWCASE
THURSDAY 8th JULY,  7.30pm 

at THE RAILWAY (opp. Streatham Common 
Station) 

Tickets £5 (£3 concs.) on door
Sue Vickerman’s  second collection The social decline of the oystercatcher  (Biscuit Publishing) 
is  ‘witty, loving, long-sighted’ (UA Fanthorpe), ‘piercingly topical’ (Magnus Magnusson), and 
Sandi Toksvig ‘loved it’. Her poems have appeared in The North, Other Poetry, Orbis, Smiths 
Knoll, Mslexia etc. Sue has toured with the Arrowhead poets - her pamphlet Shag was 
published by Arrowhead Press - and has received three grants from the English and Scottish 
Arts Councils  to support her poetry, short stories and a novel SPECIAL NEEDS (out with 
Cinnamon Press, May 2011).  After five years living in a lighthouse near Aberdeen she has 
recently returned to her native Yorkshire.

Jennifer Copley lives  in Barrow-in-Furness  in her grandmother’s  house where her roots go 
down through the floorboards. She was South Cumbria’s  Poet Laureate in 2005 and has 
published two full-length collections, Unsafe Monuments (Arrowhead 2006) and Beans in Snow 
(Smokestack 2009), and two pamphlets (Smith/Doorstop and Arrowhead). Happenstance have 
accepted a pamphlet to come out later this year. Jennifer’s work has been described as 
charming, sensuous and disturbing with a magic-realist twist. ‘Deals  with strange territory in a 
memorable and disturbing way’ (UA Fanthorpe), ‘sensuous and disturbing’ (Carole Rumens).

Libby Baxter-Williams is a fledgling WORD BIRD: her writing tutor has called her 'the new 
Wendy Cope' and she hopes one day to live up to such wonderful praise. Libby splits her time 
between London and Yorkshire, likes to go on courses, and writes on subjects  as diverse as the 
way people remember childhood, the Grandes-Cocottes of the French Revolution, and being a 
crap lesbian (the title of her regular column in a national newsletter). Themes she returns to are 
relationships and memories. With a background in speech and drama, Libby has been 
performing other people's  poetry from an early age. This is  the first time she will be reading her 
own work.

Join us on our flights of fancy – and prepare to have your feathers ruffled!


